
Literalist’s Views on creation Non – Literalist’s Views on creation

E.g. Evangelical E.g. Liberal

Believe every word of the Bible is 
absolute truth.

See the creation story as an explanation 
for Creation in a pre-scientific age and 

accept the Big Bang and Evolution.

Big Bang and Evolution are false as 
they contradict the word of the bible.

The contradictions in the Genesis 
accounts of when humans were created 

is evidence that they aren’t factual.

Young Earth creationism: God created 
the Earth less than 10,000 years ago in 7 

days.

Theistic guided evolution: life came 
about through evolution guided by 

direct intervention from God.

Old Earth creationism: God created the 
world millions of years ago over long 

periods of time.

Natural Evolution: God set down the 
laws of nature to allow evolution to 

occur as a natural process.

Scientific Theories 
of Creation

Big Bang Theory
- Time and Spaced began 

billions of year ago
- Universe was hot and dense

- Particles collided and 
Universe began to expand 
forming planets and stars

- Universe is still expanding 
but will one day reverse and 

shrink
- Theory by Stephen Hawking

Theory of Evolution
- Theory that all living things have 

developed from single-celled 
organisms over time

- Natural Selection – organisms 
became more complex 

- Those with best characteristics 
survived to pass genes on

- Example – humans evolved from 
apes

- Theory by Charles Darwin

Intelligent Design
- Theory that the world is too 

perfectly balanced to have 
happened by accident

- William Paley – world is like 
a watch. All parts work so 
perfectly together just like 

the cogs in a watch, that 
they must have had a creator

- Michael Behe – same theory 
but using a mousetrap as an 
example as it depends on all 

the parts working perfectly 
together.

- Richard Dawkins – counter 
argument, who designed the 
designer? 

Image result for evolutionImage result for big bang theory 
science

Muslim Creation Story

- No one single creation story 

but clear that everything was 
created by Allah

- View creation as six long 
periods of time

- Adam was created from clay 
made of 7 different coloured 
soils collected by Angels. 

- Adam was taken to Paradise 
and Eve made as his wife

- Many will criticise the theory 
of evolution due to taking 
the word of the Qur’an as 
the literal word of God.

- Others accept scientific 
theories but believe they’re 
caused by God.

Steward-
ship

Green 
Christians 

Charity who raise awareness of 
environmental issues through 

Churches

Judgement

Global 
Citizenship

Khalifahs

Charity

Dominion

Stewards

Fitrah

Humans must be responsible with 
Earth’s resources and use them in a 

sustainable way

God created 
humans to ‘rule 
over’ nature – 
we can use it 

how we want – 
Evangelical view

Life and Earth 
are gifts from 

God, we are here 
as His stewards

Meaning Trustee 
– we are here to 

care for the 

world as God 
wishes

Natural balance of the universe 
must be maintained by us for 

future generations

Muslims will be 
judged on their 

care of the world 
on Judgement 

Day

Any act which cares for the 
planet is seen as an act of 

Charity for future generations

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9tKkV6u7GJE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CMSYv_Z4SI8
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Religious Attitudes to Abortion

Christianity and Islam Shared Beliefs - Sanctity of Life
-    Life is a gift from God and only He can take it away.
- For humans to interfere is messing with God’s Plan
- God knows when we will die 
- Every Human and soul is created by God

Hospices – 
alternative to 

Euthanasia

What they do

Provide counselling 
to patients and 
their families

Offer therapy and 
treatments to 

support 
wellbeing of 

patients

Carry out last 
wishes, e.g. can 

organise 
weddings

Allow patients to 
die with dignity 
in comfortable 

place

Symptom and 
pain control for 
all with serious 

illness

Hospice - a place where people with terminal illnesses 
can go to die with dignity.
Palliative care - care that focuses on relieving pain and 
suffering rather than lifesaving.

Islam
Christ-
ianity

X 
Sanctity 

of life 

 Life-
support can 
be turned 

off 

X Suffering is  
a test, passing 
will result in a 

reward

X Hospices are 
an alternative

X Assisting is 
murder – ‘thou 

shall not kill’

 Jesus taught compassion, 
‘love thy neighbour’ 

withdrawing treatment to help a 
person die shows this

X Seen as suicide, 
the person will go 

to Hell

X The state of a body 
does not matter, the 

Soul is what will go on 
into afterlife

X ‘To kill a man is as if you 
have killed all mankind’ – 
helping another to die is 

not an option

Religious Attitudes to Euthanasia

24 weeks – foetus 
is ‘viable’ can 

survive outside the 
womb

120 days – the point Muslims 
believe ‘ensoulment’ occurs

9 weeks – 
movement 

of the 
foetus 

begins and 
can be felt

Christianity
Catholics
X Forbid it in all circumstances – 
Sanctity of Life
X Foetus has a right to life
X Abortion is ‘great moral evil’
X Murder – against 10 Commandments 
‘thou shall not kill’ 

Church of England/Liberals
 Permitted if mother’s life in danger
 In cases of rape it is compassionate 

– ‘love thy neighbour’
X Not allowed for social reasons
X Believe UK law is too liberally 
interpreted leading to too many 
abortions occurring

Islam

X Sanctity of Life Arguments
X Forbidden for economic reasons ‘do 
not kill your child out of poverty’
X On the Day of Judgement the Child 
has the right to ask why – should not 
be taken lightly
X Some see it as haram (forbidden)

 Permitted if mother’s; life in danger 
– seen as ‘lesser of two evils’

 Permitted if child will be severely 
disabled 

 Only permitted until 120 days, the 
point at which Muslims believe 
‘ensoulment’ occurs
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Rites Importance/Meaning

Shahadah whispered into the dying 
person’s ears

Same words spoken at birth. Reinforces belief that in death 
Muslims return to their Creator

Cremation is forbidden
Body must be in tact for resurrection on Judgement Day 

Funeral happens within 24 hours and 
body is ritually washed - Ghusl

Ensures Muslims are clean ready to be before God 

Body is wrapped in a white cloth
Allows all Muslims to be equal and pure before God. Muslims 
are often buried without a coffin but in the UK they must be

Bodies buried facing Makkah Allows easy resurrection on the Day of Judgement 

At the graveside they pray as the body is 
buried

Prayers show the greatness of God and the belief that He will 
bring them into the afterlife

No gravestones – grave may be raised in 
a mound

Allows all to be equal in death (gravestones often a symbol of 
wealth) – no Shirk

Muslim Funeral Rituals

Prayers are said for the person 
dying. For Catholics a Priest will be 

called to speak the Last Rites.

Importance – helps the person enter 
the afterlife and die at peace with 

God’s forgiveness

Funeral is held in a Church – 
important as it is the House of 

God 

During the service candles are lit.

Importance – reminds us that 
Jesus is ‘the light of the world’ and 

will guide the person to the 
afterlife

The Priest/Vicar will read the 
Bible passage ‘I am the 

resurrection’

Importance – reminds those at the 
service that believers will be 

resurrected to spend eternity with 
God

Catholics may hold a mass 
(eucharist – bread and wine) at 

the service

Importance – shows we are not 
forgotten by God and He will 

comfort those who mourn

Upon burial the words ‘ashes to 
ashes, dust to dust’ are said.

Many Christians now prefer 
cremation – Catholics forbid it.

Dualist – believe only soul will rise

Non-Dualist – body and soul will 
Resurrect on Judgement Day

Christian Funeral Rituals Muslim 
Views

Christian 
Views

Religious Attitudes to Heaven, Hell and Judgement

Life on Earth is 
preparation for 

the afterlife

Heaven is 
Paradise, Hell is 
eternal suffering

Only God 
knows when 
we will die

Some believe the afterlife to be 
a physical place, others spiritual

Will be judged on how 
well Jesus’ teaching 
have been followed

Heaven = eternity with 
God. Hell = eternal 

separation from God

Must cross the As-Sirat bridge to 
Heaven. If deeds too heavy, the bridge 

will break and you fall down to hell. 

Some believe body and soul 
resurrect, others believe just soul

On death you enter 
Barzakh – state of waiting 

for Judgement Day

Akhirah means 
afterlife

Questioned in grave by 2 angels – actions, 
words and intentions recorded in a book of 

deeds for Judgement Day
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