Genes — Evolution and Inheritance
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Genetic diagrams

Key process — Fertilisation
The dominant allele controls the characteristic whether there are one or two Gametes are sex cells with half the number of chromosomes.

copies of it present. In humans, sperm and egg cells only have 23 chromosomes instead of the
The recessive allele controls the characteristic only when two copies of it normal 46. When they join nuclei this makes 46 chromosomes in the zygote.
are present.
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A You get half of your genetic material from your mother, and half
from your father.
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