
Metals and non-metals

Key words

word definition

Metals Shiny, good conductors of 
electricity and heat, malleable 

and ductile, and usually solid at 
room temperature.

Non-metals Dull, poor conductors of 
electricity and heat, brittle and 

usually solid or gaseous at room 
temperature.

Displacement Reaction where a more reactive 
metal takes the place of a less 
reactive metal in a compound.

Oxidation Reaction in which a substance 
combines with oxygen.

Reactivity The tendency of a substance to 
undergo a chemical reaction.

Key diagram – The reactivity series

Required practical – Acid and metal reactions Key process- Displacement reactions

Key knowledge

facts

Iron, nickel and cobalt are 
magnetic elements. 

Mercury is a metal that is liquid 
at room temperature.

Bromine is a non-metal that is 
liquid at room temperature. 
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